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(Summary)

Just a narrow victory of the Democrat Party in the 2020 United States
presidential election was rather surprising because the social and economic
disaster caused by the covid 19 virus pandemic had damaged severely Trump
administration’s credibility. He gained a historical number of votes, that is more
than seventy-four million. This fact implies that populism is rather a refinement or
innovated form of democracy in the age of the IT technology than a distortion of
or deviation from it. As the general populace has had for the first time their own
media to communicate with the public by themselves, populist politicians like
Trump responsive to their interests and opinions could activate massive enthusiastic
supporters.

Trump’s populist style campaign managed to defeat elitist Hillary Clinton
against almost all the election predictions in 2016. When Hillary once called
diehard Trump supporters “deplorable people,” populist Trump made great use of
her elitist distance from the general population, and succeeded in catching hearts
of abandoned people. President Trump followed this populist style in the 2020
election.

Meanwhile, in the 2020 presidential election campaign Senator Barnie Sanders
might have competed for popular support with Trump. However, the top priority

for the Democrat party to stop President Trump’s reelection made the party elite
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leadership pick up a less risky presidential candidate, Joe Biden. The party failed
to set up a political organization to carry out a populist campaign. Since Senator
and Vice President Biden is as elite and aloof from the populace as Hillary, a great
number of “deplorable people” who opposed Trump policies had little choice but to
vote the President again.

In addition to Barnie Sanders, the Democratic Party has another young populist
politician, Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortes. Her speech to the popular
audience is so familiar and easy to understand, and places their close problems in
the ultimate value of justice. Her SNS media have more than millions of followers
that match Trump’s. She never hesitates to agitate people to protest and fight
against injustice. It may be essential to watch the 2024 presidential campaign in the
viewpoint of populist politics, especially to check whether or not the Democratic

Party can arrange a populist preparation.
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